
Highgate’s Reading Spine 

 

EYFS 
Autumn 1 
My Planet 

Autumn 2 
Our Planet 

Spring 1 
Frozen Planet 

Spring 2 
Underwater planet 

Summer 1 
Britain is Great 

Summer 2 
Earth Explorers 

Farmer Duck 

 

Martin 

Waddell 

 

 

A hardworking 

duck, who has 

the very bad 

luck of living 

with a lazy 

farmer. The 

duck cooks 

and cleans, 

tends the fields 

and cares for 
the other 

animals on the 

farm – and all 

while the 

famer lies in 

bed! That is 

until the day 

the animals 

decide to take 

action! 

A Little Bit 

Brave 

 

Nicola 

Kinnear 

 

 
 

 

Logan is a 

stay-at-home 

bunny - but 

he's about to 

discover how 

brave he 

really is. 

It's time for 

his adventure, 

and he 
doesn't want 

to go. 

But there's an 

amazing 

world 

outside, if he 

can just pluck 

up courage 

look. 

Perfectly 

Norman 

 

Tom 

Percival 

 

 

Norman had 

always been 

perfectly 

normal . . . 

until the day 

he grew a pair 

of wings! 

Norman loves 

his new wings, 

and has the 
most 

fun ever trying 

them out high 

in the sky. But 

then he has to 

go in for 

dinner. What 

will everyone 

think?  

The Three 

Billy Goats 

Gruff 

 

Mara 

Alperin 

 

 

A retelling of 

the 

traditional 

fairy tale 

about three 

goats who get 

the better of 

a grumpy 

troll. 

Billy and the 

Beast 

 

Nadia 

Shireen 

 

 
 

 

While out on 

a lovely walk 

in the 

woods, Billy 

and her 

trusty 

sidekick 

Fatcat hear a 

terrible 

rumble... a 
terrible 

rumble 

coming from 

a Terrible 

Beast! 

He's making 

a Terrible 

Soup out of 

all of their 

friends 

Giraffes 

Can’t 

Dance 

 

Giles 

Andreae 

 

 
 

 Gerald the 

tall giraffe 

would love to 

join in with 

the other 

animals at the 

Jungle Dance, 

but everyone 

knows that 

giraffes can't 
dance . . . or 

can they? 

We’re Going 

on a Bear 

Hunt. 

 

Michael Rosen 

 

 
 

Follow and 

join in the 

family's 

excitement as 

they wade 

through the 

grass, splash 

through the 

river and 

squelch 

through the 
mud in search 

of a bear. 

What a 

surprise awaits 

them in the 

cave on the 

other side of 

the forest! 

Owl Babies 

 

Martin 

Waddell 

 

 

Three baby 

owls, Sarah, 

Percy and 

Bill, wake up 

one night in 

their hole in a 

tree to find 

that their 

mother has 

gone. So, 

they sit on a 
branch and 

wait... 

The owls 

begin to feel 

worried, 

wondering 

when she will 

come back.  

The Wonky 

Donkey 

 

Craig Smith 

 

 

A cumulative 

story about a 

donkey with 

some quirky 

characteristics. 

 

Who ever 

heard of a 

spunky hanky-

panky cranky 

stinky-dinky 
lanky honky-

tonky winky 

wonky 

donkey? 

The 

Scarecrow’s 

Wedding 

 

Julia 

Donaldson 

 

 
 

 

Two 

scarecrows 

are planning 

the perfect 

wedding and 

set off to find 

everything on 

their list. But 

wicked 

scarecrow, 

Reginald 
Rake, has 

other ideas 

and almost 

ruins their 

special day. 

 

Frockodile 

 

Jeanne 

Willis 

 

 

When the 

hyenas laugh 

at Cliff, he 

pretends he's 

dressing up 

for a play. 

But no play 

exists! 

Luckily his 

friend Freddy 

comes to the 
rescue and 

creates a 

show for 

Cliff to star 

in.  

Handa's 

Hen  

 

Eileen 

Browne 

 

 

Every 

morning, 

Handa, a 

young girl 

from Kenya, 

feeds 

breakfast to 

Mondi, her 

grandma's 

black hen. This 

morning, 
however, 

Mondi is 

nowhere to 

be seen. So 

Handa and her 

friend Akeyo 

set off on a 

hunt. 



 

Me and My 

Monster 
 

Nadiya 

Hussain + Ella 

Bailey 

 

 
 

A touching 

story about a 
little boy 

whose worry 

monster 

follows him 

everywhere he 

goes. It's there 

when he gets 

dressed, when 

he wants to 

play with his 

toys, and even 

when his 
friends come 

over to visit.  

Can’t you 

sleep little 
bear? 

 

Martin 

Waddell 

 

 

There is dark 

all around 
him in the 

Bear Cave. 

Not even Big 

Bear's biggest 

lantern can 

light up the 

darkness of 

the night 

outside. Can 

Big Bear find 

a way to 

reassure 
restless Little 

Bear and help 

him fall fast 

asleep? 

The Koala 

Who Could 
 

Rachel 

Bright 

 

 

Meet Kevin. A 

koala who 
likes to keep 

things the 

same. Exactly 

the same. But 

sometimes 

change comes 

along whether 

we like it or 

not... And, as 

Kevin 

discovers, if 

you step 
outside your 

comfort zone 

and try new 

things, you 

might just 

surprise 

yourself! 

Peace at 

Last 
 

Jill Murphy 

 

 

With a 

snoring Mrs 
Bear, an 

excitable 

Baby Bear 

and a house 

full of tapping 

and dripping 

and ticking, 

peace is hard 

to come by – 

will Mr Bear 

ever get a 

decent night's 
sleep? 

The 

Gruffalo 
 

Julia 

Donaldson 

 

 

Walk further 

into the deep 
dark wood, 

and discover 

what 

happens 

when a 

quick-witted 

mouse 

comes face 

to face with 

an owl, a 

snake... and a 

hungry 
Gruffalo! 

Winnie the 

Witch 
 

Valerie 

Thomas 

 

 

Winnie shares 

her big black 
house with 

Wilbur her big 

black cat. So 

sometimes she 

accidentally 

trips over him. 

Ouch! After 

some spells 

that make 

Wilbur look 

very silly, 

Winnie finds 
just the right 

magic to make 

sure she can 

always see 

him.  

Click Clack 
Moo 

 

Doreen 

Cronin 

 

 

The farm 
animals use an 

old typewriter 

to send their 

demands for 

greater 

comforts to 

Farmer Brown. 

The Three 
Little Pigs 

 

Axel 

Scheffler 

 

 

A classic well 
loved story. 

Three little 

pigs get busy 

to work - 

they must 

come up with 

new houses 

that will keep 

the big, BAD 

wolf away. 

Will it be a 

house of hay? 
A house of 

wood? Or a 

house of 

bricks? 

 

Hugless 
Douglas 

 

David 

Melling 

 

 
 

Hugless 
Douglas is a 

huggable, 

lovable young 

brown bear 

who wakes up 

one morning 

in need of a 

hug. He goes 

to try and find 

one but none 

of them seem 

quite right. 
Join Douglas 

on his search 

for the perfect 

bear hug! 

Beegu 
 

Alexis 

Deacon 

 

 

Beegu is not 
supposed to 

be on Earth. 

She is lost. 

She is a 

friendly little 

creature, but 

the Earth 

People don't 

seem very 

welcoming at 

all. However, 

so far she has 
only met the 

BIG ones. 

The little 

ones are a 

different 

matter . . . 

 

Slow 
Samson 

 

Bethany 

Christou 

 

 

Everyone 
likes Samson 

the sloth, and 

he gets lots 

of invitations 

to parties. 

The problem 

is that he's 

far too slow 

to ever get 

there on 

time. When 

Samson 
finally makes 

it to the 

celebration 

the cake is 

eaten and the 

party games 

are finished. 

Luckily 

Samson's 

resourceful 

friends have 

a plan! 

There’s a 
Snake in my 

School 

 

David 

Walliams 

 

 

Miranda loves 
to be 

different, and 

on Bring-your-

pet-to-school 

Day she 

introduces 

everyone to 

her very 

DIFFERENT 

pet…Penelope 

the snake. 

Miss Bloat the 
headmistress 

doesn’t think 

snakes should 

be allowed in 

school. But 

Penelope has 

other ideas… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS -  Rhymes, Poems and Songs 

Nursery Rhymes  

● Twinkle, twinkle little star 

● Humpty Dumpty 

● Jack and Jill 

● Hickory Dickory Dock 
 

Songs 

● Head shoulders knees and 
toes. 

● Wind The Bobbin Up 

● Finger Family 

● Sleeping Bunnies  
 

Nursery Rhymes  

● Hey Diddle Diddle 

● The Grand Old Duke of York 
The  

● Baa Baa Black Sheep  

● Five little ducks  
 

Songs 

● If your happy and you know it 

● Old Macdonald Had A Farm 

● The Wheels on the bus 

●This little piggy went to 
market 

Nursery Rhymes  

-● Hot Cross Buns 

● Pat a cake pat a cake 

● I’m a little teapot 

● Miss Polly had a Dolly 
 

Songs 

● Ten Green Bottles  

● 12345 once a caught a fish 
alive 

● 5 current buns  
 

 

Nursery Rhymes  

● Peep Pop Goes The Weasel 

● This little piggy 

● Little Miss Muffet 

● Horsey Horsey 
 

Songs 

● Ten in the bed 

● Going on a lion hunt 

● Five little monkeys  

● Five speckled frogs 

● How much is that Doggy in 
the window 

Nursery Rhymes  

● Mary Mary  

●  Incy wincy spider 

● Here is beehive 

● Two Little Dickie Birds 
 

Songs 

● Dingle dangle scarecrow  

● I hear thunder 

● I’ve got a body 

● Days of the week  

Nursery Rhymes  

● Doctor Foster  

● Polly put the kettle on 

● Pussy cat Pussy cat 
 

 

Songs 

● Row row your boat 

● A sailor went to sea 

● The big ship sails  



        English: Reading Spine 

 

Year 1 
Autumn 1 
I’m Here 

Autumn 2 
I’m Here 

Spring 1 
Castles and Kingdom 

Spring 2 
Castles and Kingdom 

Summer 1 
Time Travellers 

Summer 2 
Time Travellers 

Ravi's Roar  

 

Tom 

Percival 

 

 
 

Most of the 

time Ravi can 

control his 

temper but, 

one day, he lets 

out the tiger 

within . 

Being a tiger is 

great fun at first 

- tigers can do 
ANYTHING 

they want! But 

who wants to 

play with a 

growling, 

roaring, noisy, 

wild tiger who 

won't share or 

play nicely?  

5 minutes 

Peace 

 

Jill Murphy 

 

 

Mrs Large the 

elephant – 

who just 

needs five 

minutes of 

peace and 

quiet away 

from her 

boisterous 

children! So, 
taking refuge 

in the 

bathroom, she 

fills herself a 

hot, foamy 

bubble bath 

and her 

favourite 

breakfast and 

the morning 

paper.  

Room on 

the Broom 

 

Julia 

Donaldson 

 

 
 

The witch and 

her cat fly 

happily over 

forests, rivers 

and mountains 

on their 

broomstick 

until a stormy 

wind blows 

away the 
witch's hat, 

bow and 

wand. Luckily, 

they are 

retrieved by a 

dog, a bird 

and a frog, 

who are all 

keen for a 

ride on the 

broom. 

Aliens Love 

Underpants 

 

Claire 

Freedman 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

"Aliens love 

underpants, in 

every shape 

and size, 

 

But there are 

no underpants 

in space, so 

here's a big 

surprise...." 

The Colour 

Monster 

 

Anna Llenas 

 

 

One day, 

Colour 

Monster wakes 

up feeling very 

confused. His 

emotions are all 

over the place; 

he feels angry, 

happy, calm, 

sad and scared 
all at once! To 

help him, a little 

girl shows thim 

what each 

feeling means 

through colour. 

Little Red 

Riding 

Hood 

 

Mara 

Alperin 

 

 
 

 

 

A retelling of 

the traditional 

story about a 

girl 

encountering 

a wolf on her 

way to visit 

her 

grandmother. 

The Lion 

Inside 

 

Rachel 

Bright 

 

 

Fed up of being 

ignored by the 

other animals, 

Mouse wishes 

he could roar 

like Lion. But, 

as he discovers, 

even the 

biggest, bossiest 
people are 

scared 

sometimes ... 

and even the 

smallest 

creatures can 

have the heart 

of a lion! 

Good Little 

Wolf 

 

Nadia 

Shireen 

 

 

Once upon a 

time there 

was a wolf 

called Rolf - a 

good little 

wolf who liked 

baking cakes 

and was 

always kind. 
But real 

wolves aren't 

supposed to 

be good - 

they're 

supposed to 

be BIG and 

BAD. 

Julian is a 

Mermaid 

 

Jessica Love 

 

 

A glimpse of 

three women 

dressed as 

mermaids 

leaves one 

boy filled with 

wonder and 

ready to 

dazzle the 
world. 

My Beautiful 

Voice 

 

Joseph 

Coelho 

 

 
 

 

With the help 

of a very 

special 

teacher, a shy 

boy finds the 

courage to 

read the poem 

he wrote out 

loud in front 
of his class. 

How to 

Catch a Star 

 

Oliver 

Jeffers 

 

 
 

There once was 

a boy who 

loved stars so 

much that he 

wished he had 

one of his very 

own. 

So, one day, he 

decided to set 
about catching 

a star of his 

very own… 

 

Oliver and 

Patch 

 

Claire 

Freedman 

 

 
 

Oliver is 

finding the big 

city a lonely 

and scary 

place but 

when he finds 

a little lost 

dog he makes 

his first friend 
in the city. 



 

 

Silly Billy 

 
Anthony 

Browne 

 

 

Billy is a bit of a 

worrier. He 
worries about 

hats and shoes. 

He worries 

about clouds 

and rain and 

giant birds. 

Most of all he 

worries about 

staying at other 

people's 

houses. His 

mum and dad 
try to help, but 

still Billy 

worries ... until 

a visit to his 

grandma's 

shows him how 

to overcome 

his fears 

And Tango 

Makes 
Three 

 

 

Roy and Silo 

are just like 
the other 

penguin 

couples at the 

zoo - they 

bow to each 

other, walk 

together and 

swim 

together. But 

Roy and Silo 

are a little bit 

different - 
they're both 

boys. 

Anna 

Hibiscus' 
Song  

 

Atinuke 

 

 

Anna Hibiscus 

asks her family 
what they do 

when they are 

happy, and 

then makes up 

a song to 

demonstrate 

how happy 

she is. 

The 

Shopping 
Basket 

 

John 

Burningham 

 

 

Steven is sent 

out for 
groceries on 

to the mean 

street of the 

city with only 

a shopping 

basket for 

protection. 

There are 

several shady 

characters 

about who are 

offering to 
lighten the 

load of the 

basket by 

helping 

themselves to 

his 

provisions!  

Zog 

 
Julia 

Donaldson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Zog is the 

keenest dragon 
in school. He's 

also the most 

accident-prone, 

flying into trees 

and even 

setting his own 

wing on fire. 

Luckily, a 

mysterious 

little girl always 

comes by and 

patches up his 
bumps and 

bruises. 

Not Now, 

Bernard 
 

David 

McKee 

 

 

Bernard's got 

a problem: 
he's found a 

monster in 

the back 

garden but his 

mum and dad 

are just too 

busy to 

notice. So 

Bernard tries 

to befriend 

the 

monster… 
and that 

doesn't go 

quite to plan. 

Billy and the 

Dragon 

 

Nadia 

Shireen 

 

 

Billy's loyal 

sidekick Fatcat 

is kidnapped by 

a fire-breathing 

dragon. Uh-oh! 

Luckily for 

Fatcat, Billy 

won't stand for 

that: off she 

goes on a brave 

rescue mission.. 

Join Billy for 
another fairy 

tale adventure 

with a twist. 

Lost and 

Found 

 

Oliver 

Jeffers 

 

 

There once 

was a boy and 

one day a 

penguin 

arrives on his 

doorstep. The 

boy decides 

the penguin 

must be lost 

and tries to 

return him. 

But no one 
seems to be 

missing a 

penguin. So 

the boy 

decides to 

take him 

home himself, 

and they set 

out in his row 

boat on a 

journey to the 

South Pole. 

  The Slightly 

Annoying 

Elephant 

 

David 

Walliams 

 

 

What’s big, 

blue, bossy, 

and turns up 

uninvited? 

A slightly 

annoying 

elephant, of 

course! 

 

Supertato 

 

Sue Hendra 

 

 

Meet Supertato

! He's always 

there for you 

when the chips 

are down. He's 

the 

supermarket su

perhero with 

eyes 

everywhere - 

but now there's 

a pea on the 
loose. A very, 

very 

naughty pea. 

Has Supertato f

inally met his 

match? 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 -  Rhymes, Poems and Songs (recall EYFS) 

Nursery Rhymes  

● Mary Had A Little Lamb 

● I Had A Little Nut Tree 

● Doctor Foster 
 

Songs  

● The Ants go Marching 

● One Finger one thumb keep 
moving  

Nursery Rhymes  

● Sing a Song of Sixpence 

● One Two Buckle my shoe 

● Diddle diddle dumpling my 
son John 

 

Songs 

● Alice the camel 

● Music Man  
 

Nursery Rhymes  

● This old man 

● Little Jack Horner 

● Three Blind Mice 
 

Songs 

● One Elephant went to Play 

● The little green frog 
 

Nursery Rhymes  

● Gosey Gosey  

● Ladybird ladybird  

● Three Little Kittens 

● Ding Dong Bell 
 

Songs 

●The bear went over the 
mountain  

●The animal fair 
 

Nursery Rhymes  

●Monday child 

●London Bridge Is ●Falling 
Down 

●Muffin Man  
 

Songs 

● Down in the Jungle 

● I can sing a rainbow 
 

Nursery Rhymes  

●Old King Cole 

●Simple Simon 

●Queen of Hearts 

●It’s raining its pouring  
 

Songs 

●Do your ears hang low 

● Months of the year 



        English: Reading Spine 

 

Year 2 
Autumn 1 

Children should be seen… 
Autumn 2 

Children should be seen… 
Spring 1 

Britain is Great 
Spring 2 

Britain is Great 
Summer 1 

Earth Explorers 
Summer 2 

Earth Explorers 
Ruby’s 

Worry 

 

Tom 

Percival 

 

 

Ruby loves 

being Ruby. 

Until, one day, 

she finds a 

worry. 

At first it's not 

such a big 

worry, and 

that's all right, 

but then it 
starts to 

grow. It gets 

bigger and 

bigger every 

day and it 

makes Ruby 

sad. How can 

Ruby get rid 

of it and feel 

like herself 

again? 

The Great 

Big Book of 

Families 

 

Mary 

Hoffman 

 

 
 

What is a 

family? Once, 

it was said to 

be a father, 

mother, boy, 

girl, cat and 

dog living in a 

house with a 

garden. But as 

times have 
changed, 

families have 

changed too, 

and now there 

are almost as 

many kinds of 

families as 

colours of the 

rainbow. 

The Owl 

Who was 

Afraid of the 

Dark 

 

Jill 

Tomlinson 

 

 

Plop, the Baby 

Barn Owl, is 

like every 

Barn Owl 

there ever 

was, except 

for one thing 

– he is afraid 

of the dark. 

Dark is nasty" 
he says and so 

he won't go 

hunting with 

his parents. 

Mrs Barn Owl 

sends him 

down from his 

nest-hole to 

ask about the 

dark and he 

meets lots of 

new friends. 

How to be a 

Viking 

 

Cressida 

Cowell 

 

 

A little Viking 

who cannot fit 

in. Unlike his 

dad, Stoick the 

Vast, Hiccup is 

tiny, thoughtful 

and polite and 

scared of almost 

everything - 

especially of 
going to sea for 

the very first 

time. 

It’s a No 

Money 

Day 

 

Kate 

Milner 

 

 

Mum works 

really hard, 

but today 

there is no 

money left 

and no food in 

the 

cupboards. 

Forced to visit 

the local 
foodbank, 

Mum feels 

ashamed that 

they have to 

rely on the 

kindness of 

others, but 

her young 

daughter can 

still see all the 

good in her 

day. 

On the Way 

Home 

 

Jill Murphy 

 

 

Claire has 

hurt her knee 

so she sets off 

home to tell 

her mum all 

about it. On 

the way she 

meets her 

friends and 

tells them 
how the fall 

happened. But 

just how did it 

happen . . .? 

Was she 

dropped by a 

wolf, a 

slithering 

snake, an 

enormous 

dragon or a 

hairy gorilla?! 

After the 

Fall 

 

Dan Santat 

 

 

After the fall, 

Humpty 

Dumpty is a 

broken egg. 

Life is tough: 

he's so afraid 

of heights, he 

can't even 
bear to climb 

onto his bed,  

or reach his 

favourite 

cereal on the 

top shelf at 

the 

supermarket.  

Amazing 

Grace 

 

Mary 

Hoffman 

 

 

Grace loves 

to act out 

stories. When 

her school 

decides to 

perform Peter 

Pan , Grace is 

longing to play 
Peter, but her 

classmates say 

that Peter was 

a boy, and 

besides, he 

wasn't black...  

Clean up 

 

Nathan 

Bryon 

 

 

Join Rocket as 

she sets sail 

on a brand 

new mission - 

to save a 

Caribbean 

island from 

plastic 
pollution! 

Meerkat 

Mail 

 

Emily 

Gravett 

 

 

Sunny the 

meerkat lives 

with his 

enormous family 

in the Kalahari 

desert. They are 

all very close . . . 

so close, in fact, 
that one day 

Sunny decides 

it's just too 

busy, packs his 

bags to visit the 

mongoose.  

The Name 

Jar 

 

Yangsook 

Choi 

 

 

A 

heartwarming 

story about 

the new girl in 

school, and 

how she 

learns to 

appreciate her 
Korean name. 

Stick Man 

 

Julia 

Donaldson 

 

 

It's dangerous 

being a Stick 

Man. 

A dog wants 

to play with 

him, a swan 

builds her nest 

with him. He 
even ends up 

on a fire! 

Will he ever 

get back to 

the family tree 

in time for 

Christmas? 

 



The 

Squirrels 
Who 

Squabbled 

 

Rachel 

Bright 

 

 

Greedy 

squirrels Cyril 
and Bruce both 

have their 

sights on a very 

special prize: 

THE VERY 

LAST NUT OF 

THE SEASON! 

As the nut 

bounces crazily 

though the 

forest, the 

squirrels race 
after it, 

between the 

trees, over 

boulders, down 

the river and - 

ARGH! - right 

to the edge of a 

waterfall!  

The 

Rainbow 
Fish 

 

Marcus 

Pfister 

 

 

A glittering 

fish makes 
friends when 

he learns to 

share. 

Where the 

Wild Things 
Are 

 

Maurice 

Sendak 

 

 

One night 

Max puts on 
his wolf suit 

and makes 

mischief - so 

his mother 

calls him 'Wild 

Thing' and 

sends him to 

bed without 

his supper. 

That night a 

forest begins 

to grow in 
Max's room, 

an ocean 

rushes by with 

a boat to take 

Max to the 

place where 

the wild things 

are... 

I Talk Like a 

River 
 

Jordan Scott 

 

 
 

After a day of 

being unable to 
speak when 

asked, and of 

being stared at, 

a boy and his 

father go to the 

river for some 

quiet time. "It's 

just a bad 

speech day," 

says Dad. But 

the boy can't 

stop thinking 
about all the 

eyes watching 

his lips twisting 

and twirling. 

The Bear 

and the 
Piano 

 

David 

Litchfield 

 

 

One day, a 

young bear 
stumbles upon 

something he 

has never seen 

before in the 

forest. As time 

passes, he 

teaches himself 

how to play the 

strange 

instrument, and 

eventually the 

beautiful 
sounds are 

heard by a 

father and son 

who are 

picnicking in the 

woods.  

George 

and the 
Dragon 

 

Chris 

Wormell 

 

 

'Far, far away 

in the high, 
high 

mountains in a 

deep, deep 

valley in a 

dark, dark 

cave - there 

lived a mighty 

dragon.' 

He was an 

awesome and 

frightening 

creature, 
terrorising 

whole armies, 

but he had a 

deep dark 

secret… 

Lights on 

Cotton Rock 

 

David 

Litchfield 

 

 

Heather is a 

little girl who 

wants to go to 

Outer Space, 

where the stars 

sparkle 

with magic and 

wonder. When 

a spaceship 

lands at Cotton 

Rock, it seems 

that all of her 
dreams have 

come true. But 

soon the alien 

has to leave. 

Will the 

spaceship ever 

come back?  

Invisible 

Ivan 

 

Katie Dale 

 

 

Ivan loves 

visiting his 

Great Aunt 

Polly, who is 

the best 

prankster 

ever, and her 

dog, 

Geronimo. 

One day, 

Great Aunt 

Polly shows 
Ivan how to 

make invisible 

ink, which is 

great fun! 

Until Ivan 

spills the ink 

on himself... 

and turns 

invisible! Ivan 

thinks this is 

awesome at 

first ― 
imagine all the 
pranks he can 

do!  

Fantastic Mr 

Fox 

 

Roald Dahl 

 

 

Mr Fox is a 

very clever 

fox - every 

evening he 

creeps down 

into the valley 

and helps 

himself to 

food from the 

nearby farms. 

 

But now the 
farmers 

(Boggis, Bunce 

and Bean) 

have had 

enough, and 

together they 

hatch a plan to 

get rid of Mr 

Fox for good! 

 

Cinnamon 

 

Neil Gaiman 

 

 

In a hot, hot 

country, ringed 

with mountains 

on one side and 

jungle on the 

other, lives a 

princess called 

Cinnamon. Her 

eyes are made 

of pearls, which 

means that she 

is blind and, she 
will not talk. 

Her parents 

offer a reward 

to anyone who 

can teach 

Cinnamon to 

speak. Nothing 

works, until a 

mighty tiger, 

prowls into 

their palace and 

announces that 
he is here to 

teach the girl-

cub to talk. 

Charlie 

Changes 

into a 

Chicken 

 

Sam 

Copeland 

 

 

Charlie 

McGuffin has an 

incredible 

secret . . . 

 

He can change 

into animals. All 

sorts of 

animals: a flea, a 

pigeon, even a 

rhino. 

 
Trouble is, he 

can't 

decide when - 

it only happens 

when he gets 

worried. 

The 

Hodgeheg 

 

Dick King 

Smith 

 

 
 

Max is a 

hedgehog who 

lives with his 

family in a nice 

little home, 

but it's on the 

wrong side of 

the road from 

the Park. 

The busy road 

is dangerous 

but Max is 
determined to 

make his way 

across. When 

he tries he 

ends up with a 

nasty bump on 

the head and, 

when Max 

tries to speak, 

he realises his 

words are all 

mixed up. 
He’s now a 

hodgeheg! 



An Engineer 

Like Me 
 

Shini 

Somara 

 

 

Zara is curious 

about 
everything! 

Travelling 

around the city 

with her gran, 

she sees all 

kinds of 

fascinating 

things. How do 

roller coasters 

do loop-the-

loops? How do 

planes stay up? 
As she marvels 

about how they 

work, Zara 

learns about 

some of the 

brilliant 

engineers who 

have shaped the 

world around 

her. 

Midnight 

Magic 
 

Michelle 

Harrison 

 

 

In the middle 

of winter, 
three kittens 

are born in a 

barn. Two are 

ordinary, but 

the third, jet 

black and 

born on the 

stroke of 

midnight, is 

brimming with 

magic from 

whiskers to 
tail – even 

sparking life 

into a dusty 

old 

broomstick!  

Midnight and 

her 

broomstick 

befriend a girl 

called Trixie. 

Genie and 

Teeny 
 

Steven 

Lenton 

 

 

When Grant 

the Genie is 
cast out of 

Genie World, 

he lands on 

Earth with a 

big, fat bump! 

Without a 

lamp to call 

home, he has 

to settle for 

an old cracked 

teapot instead. 

 

The Ghost 

Train 
 

Cath Jones 

 

 

Dan loves 

trains, so when 
he and his mum 

move into an 

old railway 

station it’s a 

dream come 

true! He’s even 

more amazed 

when, one night, 

an ancient train 

signal flickers to 

life… and a 

ghostly steam 
train chugs by 

his window. 

Where does it 

go? And, will 

Dan be able to 

find out? 

Bitra and 

the Witch 
 

Andy 

Elkerton 

 

 
 

Viking 

Adventures are 
thrilling stories 

mixing that 

perfect match 

of fantasy and 

history. Boy 

hero Oolaf is 

on another 

quest for 

adventure. This 

time he meets a 

girl named 

Bitra, who leads 
him to a 

terrible Sea 

Witch... 

The 

Dragonsitt
er 

 

Josh Lacey 

 

 

'Dear Uncle 

Morton. You'd 
better get on 

a plane right 

now and 

come back 

here. Your 

dragon has 

eaten Jemima.' 

It had 

sounded so 

easy: Edward 

was going to 

look after 
Uncle 

Morton's 

unusual pet 

for a week 

while he went 

on holiday. 

But soon the 

fridge is 

empty, the 

curtains are 

blazing… 

I’m Going to 

Eat this Ant. 

 

Chris 

Naylor-

Ballesteros 

 

 

There are so 

many 

scrumptious 

ways to eat this 

ant. Seared like 

steak or 

squished in a 

sausage ... 

sundried, salted 
or sliced ... 

But watch out, 

anteater! While 

you're 

salivating, this 

sneaky ant has 

got an escape 

plan up its 

sleeve… 

 

The Boy in 

the Jam Jar 

 

Joyce 

Dunbar 

 

 

Dylan can't 

hear as well as 

he used to be 

able to and he 

doesn't want 

to be different 

from his 

friends - he 

wants things 
to go back to 

the way they 

used to be. As 

his hearing 

gets worse he 

becomes 

more and 

more isolated 

from his 

friends. 

Luckily his dog 

Pluto is there 
to keep him 

down to 

earth... 

    Flat 

Stanley 

 

Jeff Brown 

 

 

Stanley 

Lambchop was 

just an ordinary 

boy – until a 

noticeboard fell 

on him. Now 

he’s flat as a 

pancake! 

Being flat is 
fantastic – he 

can be rolled 

up, sent in the 

post and even 

fly like a kite. 

But it’s not all 

fun and games 

… there are 

thieves in town. 

 

The Diary 

of a Killer 

Cat 

 

Anne Fine 

 

 

Poor Ellie is 

horrified 

when Tuffy 

drags a dead 

bird into the 

house. Then a 

mouse. But 

Tuffy can't 

understand 
what all the 

fuss is about. 

Who on earth 

will be the 

next victim to 

arrive through 

the cat-flap? 

Can soft-

hearted Ellie 

manage to get 

her beloved 

pet to change 
his wild, wild 

ways? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 - Rhymes, Poems and Songs (Recall Year 1) 

● Orange and Lemons  

● Cobbler Cobbler  
 

Songs 

● She’ll be coming round the 
mountain 

● When I was one I sucked my 
thumb 

 
 

 

 

●There was a crooked man  

● What are little boys made of? 
 

Songs 

● Cauliflowers fluffy 

● There was an old lady who 
swallowed a fly 

● Who killed Cock Robin? 

●Hush little baby, don’t say a 
word 

 

Songs 

● The Pirate Song 

● Dem Bones  

● Girls and Boys come out to 
play 

● This is the house that Jack 
Built 

 

Songs 

●  Froggy went a-courting 

The Animals went in two by 
two 

● Kookaburra Sits in the old 
gum tree 

● Old King Cole 
 

● Aiken Drum 
 

Songs 

● You’ve got a friend in me 



        English: Reading Spine 

 

Year 3 
Autumn 1 

Stones, Bones and Survival 
Autumn 2 

Stones, Bones and Survival 
Spring 

Riotous Romans 
Summer 

The Kingmaker 

James and the Giant 

Peach 

 

Roald Dahl 

 

To celebrate Roald 

Dahl Day on 13th 

September, James and 

the Giant Peach is a 

classic story whereby a 

young boy embarks on 

a fascinating adventure, 
where seven unusual 

insects are waiting to 

take James on a magical 

adventure. 

The Abominables 

 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

 

A tale from around the 

world. 

When Agatha 

Farlingham is kidnapped 

by a yeti in Tibet she 

soon discovers that the 

hairy monster is clever 
and noble.  

 

 

The Firework 

Maker’s Daughter 

 

Philip Pullman 

 

 

A tale from another 

culture. 

What Lila wants to be 

more than anything else 

in the world is . . There 

is also one special 

secret: every Firework-
Maker must make a 

perilous journey to face 

the terrifying Fire-

Fiend! Her friends, 

Chulak and Hamlet - 

the King's white 

elephant - race after 

her. 

Amelia Fang and the 

Barbaric Ball 

 

Laura Ellen 

Anderson 

 

 

Amelia Fang would 

much rather hang out 

with her pet pumpkin 

Squashy and her friends 

Florence the yeti 

(DON'T CALL HER 

BEAST!) and Grimaldi 
the reaper than dance 

at her parents' annual 

Barbaric Ball. And when 

the King's spoiled son 

Tangine captures 

Squashy, Amelia and 

her friends must escape 

the party to plan a 

daring rescue. 

Nothing to See 

Here Hotel 

 
Steven Butler 

 

 

When a goblin 

messenger arrives at 

The Nothing to See 
Here Hotel, announcing 

the imminent arrival of 

the goblin prince 

Grogbah, Frankie and 

his family rush into 

action to get ready for 

their important guest. 

But it soon becomes 

obvious that the 

Banister family are 

going to have their 

work cut out with the 
demanding prince and 

his never-ending 

entourage, especially 

when it turns out the 

rude little prince is 

hiding a secret… 

Me and Mr P 

 

Maria Farrer 
 

 

All I want is a normal 

family but no, I've 

ended up with the 
brother from 

Weirdsville. Liam is so 

embarrassing, but Mum 

and Dad can't see that 

and give him all the 

attention. Leaving me 

with zero! NOTHING! 

And I'm not really sure 

how an enormous, 

funny, clumsy polar 

bear is going to help 

with all this, but he was 
standing on the 

doorstep, so I had to 

invite him to stay, didn't 

I?  

The Wild Robot 

 

Peter Brown 
 

 

When robot Roz opens 

her eyes for the first 

time, she discovers that 
she is alone on a 

remote, wild island. She 

knows she needs to 

survive. 

After battling a fierce 

storm and escaping a 

vicious bear attack, she 

realises that her only 

hope for survival is to 

adapt to her 

surroundings. 

As Roz slowly befriends 
the animals, the island 

starts to feel like home 

- until, one day, her 

mysterious past comes 

back to haunt her. 

 

Oliver and the 

Seawigs 

 
Philip Reeve 

 

 

Along with his new 

friends, a grumpy old 

albatross, a short-
sighted mermaid, and a 

friendly island called 

Cliff, Oliver goes off in 

search of his missing 

parents. But before he 

can put his rescue plan 

into action there's the 

evil Stacey de Lacey and 

an army of greasy, 

green sea monkeys to 

contend with . . . 



Charlotte’s Web 

 
E B White 

 

A classic story which 

tells the tale of how a 
little girl named Fern, 

with the help of a 

friendly spider, saved 

her pig Wilbur from 

the usual fate of nice fat 

little pigs. 

The Christmasaurus 

 
Tom Fletcher 

 

 

This is a story about a 

boy named William 
Trundle and a dinosaur 

named 

the Christmasaurus. 

 

It's about how they 

meet one Christmas 

Eve and have a magical 

adventure. It's about 

friendship and families, 

sleigh bells and Santa, 

singing elves and flying 

reindeer. 

An Alien in the Jam 

Factory 
 

Chrissie Sains 

 

 
 

Scooter McLay’s 

cerebral palsy affects 
how quickly he can 

move his body, but his 

hyper-creative brain is 

a constant fizz of 

brilliant ideas. He 

spends every day 

inventing top secret 

recipes and machines 

for his family’s jam 

factory. There’s just 

one thing missing ... a 

pet, to share it all with. 
When a tiny alien 

named Fizzbee crashes 

through the factory 

window, she might just 

be the answer.  

 

Aldrin Adams and 

the Cheese 
Nightmares 

 

Paul Howard 

 

 
 

Aldrin Adams is an 

ordinary boy with an 
extraordinary 

superpower! When he 

eats cheese just before 

he goes to sleep, he can 

enter into other 

people's dreams . . . 

AND THEIR 

NIGHTMARES! 

Pugs of the Frozen 

North 
 

Philip Reeve 

 

 

T he Race to the Top 

of the World! It comes 
around once in a 

lifetime, and the prize? 

Your heart's desire. 

Shen and Sika can't 

resist the chance to 

win, but competition is 

fierce. The path to 

victory is littered with 

snow trolls, sea 

monsters, and a gang of 

particularly hungry 

yetis. But Shen and Sika 
have something the 

other contestants don't 

have. Actually, they 

have 66 other things; 

pugs to be exact. That's 

a 264 paw-powered 

sled! 

  The Boy who Grew 

Dragons 
 

Andy Shepherd 

 

 

When Tomas discovers 

a strange old tree at 
the bottom of his 

grandad's garden, he 

doesn't think much of 

it. But he takes the 

funny fruit from the 

tree back into the 

house - and gets the 

shock and delight of his 

life when a tiny dragon 

hatches! The tree is a 

dragonfruit tree, and 

Tomas has got his very 
own dragon, Flicker 

The Accidental 

Prime Minister 
 

Tom McLaughlin 

 

 

hen Joe tells a local 

news reporter exactly 
what he would do if he 

were leader of the 

country, the video goes 

viral and Joe's speech 

becomes famous all 

over the world! 

Before long, people are 

calling for the current 

leader to resign and 

give someone else a go 

. . . and that's how an 

ordinary boy like Joe 
ended up with the most 

extraordinary job. Now 

the fun can really start . 

.  

 

 

 



        English: Reading Spine 

 

Year 4 
Autumn 1 

Settle and Stamp 
Autumn 2 

Settle and Stamp 
Spring 

Victorious Vikings 
Summer 

Industrial Revolution 

The Magic Finger,  

 

Roald Dahl 

 

To celebrate Roald 

Dahl Day on 13th 

September, The Magic 

Finger is a story about 

Greg and his love of 

shooting, but the girl 

who lives next door 
hates hunting. Now it's 

made her so angry she's 

put the Magic Finger on 

Them All.  

Varjak Paw 

 

S F Said 

 

 

Varjak Paw is a 

Mesopotamian Blue 

kitten. He's never left 

home, but then his 

grandfather tells him 

about the Way - a 

secret martial art for 
cats. 

Now Varjak must use 

the Way to survive in a 

city full of dangerous 

dogs, cat gangs and, 

strangest of all the 

mysterious Vanishings. 

The Highland Falcon 

Thief 

 

M G Leonard 

 

 

 

Harrison Beck and his 

Uncle Nat are enjoying 

the final journey of the 

Highland Falcon, 

Britain's most famous 

steam train. But when a 

precious jewel goes 
missing, Harrison and 

his new friend Lenny 

find themselves at the 

centre of the 

investigation.  

How to Train Your 

Dragon 

 

Cressida Cowell 

 

 

 

Hiccup Horrendous 

Haddock the Third is a 

smallish Viking with a 

longish name. Hiccup's 

father is chief of the 

Hairy Hooligan tribe 

which means Hiccup is 
the Hope and the Heir 

to the Hairy Hooligan 

throne - but most of 

the time Hiccup feels 

like a very ordinary 

boy, finding it hard to 

be a Hero. 

 

 

The Butterfly Lion 

 

Michael Morpurgo 

 

 
 

Bertie rescues an 

orphaned white lion 

cub from the African 

veld. They are 

inseparable until Bertie 

is sent to boarding 

school far away in 

England and the lion is 
sold to a circus. Bertie 

swears that one day 

they will see one 

another again, but it is 

the butterfly lion which 

ensures that their 

friendship will never be 

forgotten. 

The Girl who Stole 

an Elephant 

 

Nizrana Farook 

 

 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, 

outspoken hero, leads 

her friends and a 

gorgeous elephant on a 

noisy, fraught, joyous 

adventure through the 

jungle where revolution 

is stirring and leeches 
lurk. Will stealing the 

queen's jewels be the 

beginning or the end of 

everything for the 

intrepid gang? 

Arthur and the 

Golden Rope 

 

Joe Todd-Stanton 

 

 

Welcome to Professor 

Brownstone's vault - 

containing ancient relics 

from around the world, 

all collected by his 

famous ancestors! 

Follow the epic journey 

of Brownstone's 
earliest ancestor, 

Arthur, and travel back 

to the age of the 

Vikings where this 

bookish young 

adventurer must find 

the courage to save his 

village and defeat the 

mighty beast Fenrir... 

 

 

The Land of Roar 

 

Jenny McLachlan 

 

 

When Arthur and Rose 

were little, they were 

heroes in the Land of 

Roar, an imaginary 

world that they found 

by climbing through the 

folding bed in their 

grandad’s attic.  
Now the twins are 

eleven, Roar is just a 

memory. But when 

they help Grandad 

clean out the attic, 

Arthur is horrified as 

Grandad is pulled into 

the folding bed and 

vanishes. Is he playing a 

joke? Or is Roar … 

real? 



The Last Firefox 

 
Lee Newbery 

 

Linking closely with 

Bonfire Night on 5th 
November. 

The Last Firefox is a 

heart-warming story 

about family, friendship 

and finding your inner 

fire. Between bullies at 

school and changes at 

home, Charlie 

Challinor finds life a bit 

scary. And when he's 

made guardian of a 

furry fox cub called 
Cadno, things get a 

whole lot scarier. 

Cookie and the Most 

Mysterious Mystery 
in the World 

 

Konnie Huq 

 

 

Voted one of the best 

books of 2021, in her 
third adventure, 

Cookie finds mysteries 

everywhere - but can 

she solve them, and 

save the science show? 

Hurray, Cookie's Nani 

is coming to stay from 

Bangladesh! Why does 

it look like it might be 

Cookie herself? Can 

Cookie solve these 

mysteries, clear her 
name and save the 

science show? 

The Legend of 

Podkin One Ear 
 

Kieran Larwood 

 

 
 

Winner of the Best 

Story Blue Peter Book 
Award 2017. A thick 

white blanket covers 

the wide slopes of the 

band of hills known as 

the Razorback Downs . 

With danger all around 

them, Podkin must 

protect his family, 

uncover his destiny, 

and attempt to defeat 

the most horrifying 

enemy rabbitkind has 
ever known. 

The Miraculous 

Journey of Edward 
Tulane 

 

Kate DiCamillo 

 

 

The magical story of 

the adventures of a lost 
toy rabbit. Abilene 

loves her blue china 

rabbit, but Edward 

Tulane is extremely 

vain and only loves 

himself. On a voyage 

from New York to 

London, Edward falls 

overboard and from 

there finds himself on 

an amazing journey.  

One Dog and his 
Boy 

 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

 

All Hal had ever 
wanted was a dog. But 

a dog would damage 

the carpets in Hal’s 

house, and so his 

parents refused to let 

him have one.  

Then they 

discover Easy Pets, a 

convenient dog-rental 

agency. Terrier Fleck 

arrives on Hal’s 

birthday, but when he 
discovers that his dog 

must be returned, he 

runs away. 

 

  The Breakfast Club 
Adventures. 

 

Marcus Rashford 

 

 

There's something fishy 
going on at school . . . 

 

When twelve-year-old 

Marcus kicks his 

favourite football over 

the school fence, he 

knows he's never 

getting it 

back. Nothing that goes 

over that 

wall ever comes back. 

But when Marcus gets a 
mysterious note inviting 

him to join the 

Breakfast Club 

Investigators, he is 

soon pulled into an 

exciting adventure! 

Rumaysa 
 

Radiya Hafiza 

 

 

For as long as she can 
remember Rumaysa has 

been locked away in 

her tall, tall tower, 

forced to use her magic 

to spin straw into gold 

for the evil Witch and 

unable to leave. Until 

one day, after dropping 

a hijab out of her small 

tower-window, 

Rumaysa realises how 

she might be able to 
escape... 

 

 

 

 

 



        English: Reading Spine 

 

Year 5 
Autumn 1 

Tomb Raiders 
Autumn 2 

Tomb Raiders 
Spring 

The Time of Illumination 
Summer 

Earth in Crisis 

Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory,  

 

Roald Dahl 

To celebrate Roald 

Dahl Day on 13th 

September, Mr 

Wonka's inventions are 

out of this world. He's 

thought up every kind 

of sweet imaginable but 
no one has ever met 

Mr Wonka! Charlie 

can't believe his luck 

when he finds a golden 

ticket and wins the trip 

of a lifetime around the 

famous factory. 

The Fastest Boy in 

the World 

 

Elizabeth Laird 

 

 

A tale from another 

culture, The Fastest 

Boy in the World is 

about an  eleven-year-

old Solomon loves to 

run! The great athletes 

of the Ethiopian 
national team are his 

heroes and he dreams 

that one day he will be 

a gold-medal-winning 

athlete like them, in 

spite of his ragged 

shorts and bare feet. 

A Darkness of 

Dragons 

 

S A Patrick 

 

 

In a world of dragons, 

song spells and battles, 

Patch Brightwater is a 

boy in disgrace. 

Thrown in jail for 

playing a forbidden 

spell, he is no one's 
idea of a hero. But then 

he discovers that the 

evil Piper of Hamelyn is 

on the loose. With the 

help of his friends 

Wren and Barver, 

Patch must stop the 

Piper sparking the 

biggest battle of them 

all... 

Percy Jackson and 

the Lightning Thief 

 

Rick Riordan 

 

 

 

A graphic novel. Half 

boy. Half God. All 

Hero. Look, I didn't 

want to be a half-blood. 

I never asked to be the 

son of a Greek God. I 

was just a normal kid, 
going to school, playing 

basketball, 

skateboarding. The 

usual. Until I 

accidentally vaporized 

my maths teacher. 

Now I spend my time 

battling monsters and 

generally trying to stay 

alive. 

A House Without 

Walls 
 

Elizabeth Laird 

 

 

Thirteen-year-old Safiya 

and her family have 
been driven out of Syria 

by civil war. Safiya 

knows how lucky she is 

– lucky not to be living 

in a refugee camp, lucky 

to be alive. But it's hard 

to feel grateful when 

she's forced to look 

after her father and 

brother rather than go 

back to school, and 

now that she's lost her 
home, she's lonelier 

than ever. 

The Boy, the Bird 

and the Coffin 
Maker 

 

Matilda Woods 

A lonely widowed man, 

who is a coffin maker, 
spending his quiet, 

solitary days creating 

the final resting places 

of Allora’s people. 

Until the day a 

mysterious boy and his 

magical bird arrive – 

flying from danger and 

searching for a safe 

haven. 

 

Rooftoppers 

 
Katherine Rundell 

 

 

Everyone tells Sophie 

that she was orphaned 
in a shipwreck - found 

floating in a cello case 

on the English Channel 

on her first birthday. 

But Sophie is convinced 

her mother also 

survived. 

When the Welfare 

Agency threatens to 

separate her from her 

guardian and send her 

to an orphanage, 
Sophie takes matters 

into her own hands, 

starting with the only 

clue she has - the 

address of a cello-

maker in Paris.  

A Girl Called Owl 

 
Amy Wilson 

 

 

 

It's bad enough having a 

mum dippy enough to 
name you Owl, but 

when you've got a dad 

you've never met, a 

best friend who needs 

you more than ever, 

and a new boy at 

school giving you weird 

looks, there's not a lot 

of room for much else. 

So when Owl starts 

seeing strange frost 

patterns on her skin, 
she's tempted to just 

forget all about it. 

Could her strange new 

powers be linked to 

her mysterious father?  

 



Jodie 

 
Hilary McKay 

 

A new release, labelled 

one of the best books 
of 2023. 

Jodie is a tale about a 

girl, trapped and alone 

on the salt marshes. 

She is troubled by a 

haunting presence in 

this eerily atmospheric 

ghost story. 

Mistletoe and 

Murder 
 

Robin Stevens 

 

 

A Christmas themed 

murder mystery. The 
snow is falling in 

Cambridge, where the 

detective duo Daisy 

Wells and Hazel Wong 

are spending the festive 

period. 

 

But Hazel's hopes of 

relaxing amongst the 

beautiful spires, cosy 

libraries and inviting 

tea-rooms are dashed 
by the danger lurking in 

the dark stairwells of 

Maudlin College. 

 

Hedgewitch 

 
Skye McKenna 

 

 
 

Cassie Morgan has run 

away. After seven years 
spent waiting for her 

mother to return, she 

flees her dreary 

boarding school and 

sets out to find her. But 

the world outside her 

school is full of hidden 

magic and children have 

been going missing. 

With the help of a 

talking cat and a flying 

broom, Cassie escapes 
to the enchanted village 

of Hedgely. There she 

will begin her training in 

the practical skills of 

witchcraft. 

How I Saved the 

World in a Week 
 

Polly Ho-Yen 

 

 
 

Billy’s mum wants to 

teach him the Rules of 
Survival – how to make 

fire, build shelter and 

find food. She likes to 

test Billy on the rules 

until one day she goes 

too far, and Billy is sent 

to live with a dad he 

barely knows. 

Then the world 

changes forever as 

people begin to be 

infected with 
a mysterious virus that 

turns their skin grey. 

Suddenly he realises 

that this is what his 

mum was preparing 

him for - to save the 

whole world.  

The White Giraffe 
 

Lauren St John 

 

 

When tragedy strikes 
on a winter's night in 

England, Martine is sent 

to live with her 

grandmother on a game 

reserve in South Africa. 

Her wild, beautiful new 

home is riddled with 

secrets, but lonely 

Martine finds comfort 

in the legend of a white 

giraffe and in 

mysterious Grace, who 
believes Martine has a 

powerful gift. 

Defying her 

grandmother by 

entering the reserve 

alone, Martine is 

plunged into a world of 

danger, mystery and 

adventure.  

  Max and the Millions 
 

Ross Montgomery 

 

 

Max is used to spending 
time alone - it's difficult 

to make friends you're 

deaf. He prefers the 

little things in life . . . 

like making awesome, 

detailed replica models. 

Then Mr Darrow, the 

school caretaker and 

fellow modeller, goes 

missing. Max must 

follow his parting 

instruction: 'Go to my 
room. You'll know 

what to do. 

There on the floor he 

finds a pile of sand . . . 

Mr Darrow's latest 

creation . . . a tiny boy, 

no bigger than a raisin, 

And... millions of others 

- a thriving, bustling, 

sprawling civilization! 

 

Kicking Off 
 

Eve Ainsworth 

 

 
 

It’s 1917, and Britain is 
at war. Shy teenager 

Hettie wants to help 

the war effort, and 

signs up to work in the 

local Dick, Kerr & Co. 

munitions factory. She’s 

nervous, but she has no 

idea quite how much 

her life is about to 

change… 

For inside this factory 

are young women who 
are about to make 

sporting history. Can 

Hettie find the courage 

to join them, and in 

doing so, find her own 

place in the world? 

 

 



        English: Reading Spine 

 

Year 6 
Autumn 1 

The Great War 
Autumn 2 

The Great War 
Spring 

Time Travel 
Summer 

The Americas 

Matilda 

 

Roald Dahl 

 

 

To celebrate Roald 

Dahl Day on 13th 

September, Matilda 

longs for her parents to 

be loving and 

understanding but they 

are none of these 
things. Matilda invents a 

game of punishing them 

each time they treat 

her badly and she soon 

discovers she has 

supernatural powers. 
 

The Haunting of 

Aveline Jones 

 

Phil Hickes 

Aveline Jones loves 

reading ghost stories, 

so a dreary half-term 

becomes much more 

exciting when she 

discovers a spooky old 

book. Not only are the 
stories spine-tingling, 

but it once belonged to 

Primrose Penberthy, 

who vanished 

mysteriously, never to 

be seen again. Intrigued, 

Aveline decides to 

investigate Primrose's 

disappearance. 

 

The Chime Seekers 

 

Ross Montgomery 

 

 

When an evil faerie 

steals Yanni’s baby 

sister and swaps her for 

a changeling, Yanni is 

swept into a dangerous 

race against time to get 

her back. 
For faeries delight in 

tricks and rescuing her 

won’t be easy. With 

the help of his cousin, 

Amy, and the reluctant 

changeling, Yanni must 

travel to goblin palaces 

and battle-swept 

oceans, discovering 

ancient treasures and 

secrets along the way. 

 

Holes 

 

Louis Sachar 

 

 
 

Stanley Yelnats' family has 

a history of bad luck, so 

when a miscarriage of 

justice sends him to Camp 

Green Lake Juvenile 

Detention Centre (which 

isn't green and doesn't 
have a lake) he is not 

surprised. Every day he 

and the other inmates are 

told to dig a hole, five 

foot wide by five foot 

deep, reporting anything 

they find. Why? The evil 

warden claims that it's 

character building, but 

this is a lie. It's up to 

Stanley to dig up the 

truth. 

The Graveyard 

Book 

 

Neil Gaiman 

 

 

Bod, is a normal boy. 

He would be 

completely normal if he 

didn’t live in a 

graveyard, raised and 

educated by ghosts. 

There, living among the 

dead, Bod discovers 
that he possesses 

remarkable magical 

powers: he can avoid 

people's notice, scare 

them, and even invade 

their dreams. 

There are dangers and 

adventures for Bod in 

the graveyard. But it is 

in the land of the living 

that the real danger 

lurks… 

The Storm Keeper’s 

Island 

 

Catherine Doyle 

 

 
 

 

When Fionn Boyle sets 

foot on Arranmore 

Island, it begins to stir 

beneath his 

feet.... Once in a 

generation, Arranmore 

Island chooses a new 

Storm Keeper to wield 
its power and keep its 

magic safe from 

enemies. The time has 

come for Fionn’s 

grandfather, a secretive 

and eccentric old man, 

to step down. Soon, a 

new Keeper will rise. 

The Eye of the 

North 

 

Sinead O’Hart 

 

 

Emmeline Widget has 

never left Widget 

Manor – and that’s the 

way she likes it. But 

when her scientist 

parents mysteriously 

disappear, she finds 

herself being packed off 
on a ship to France, 

heading for a safe 

house in Paris. 

Onboard she is 

befriended by an urchin 

stowaway called Thing. 

But before she can 

reach her destination 

she is kidnapped by the 

sinister Dr Siegfried 

Bauer. 

A Place Called 

Perfect 

 

Helena Duggan 

 

 

Violet hates living in 

Perfect. Why does 

everyone have to wear 

special glasses to stop 

them going blind? What 

are the strange noises in 

the night and why is Mum 

acting so weird? Then 
Dad disappears and Violet 

is determined to uncover 

the truth with the help of 

the mysterious Boy. But 

returning normality to 

Perfect is a battle they 

never imagined... 



How High the Moon 

 
 Karyn Parsons 

 

This story is a fantastic 

read for Black History 
Month.  

The deep racial tension 

that simmers beneath 

the town never quite 

goes away 

Ella visits her mama, 

but her happiness is 

shattered when she 

returns home to the 

news that her 

classmate has been 

arrested for the 
murder of two white 

girls - and nothing will 

ever be the same again. 

 

The Reluctant Time 

Traveller 
 

Janis Mackay 

 

 

Is travelling back in 

time to a world on the 
verge of war really a 

good idea? When 

Agnes disappears, Saul 

has no choice. Sequel 

to The Accidental Time 

Traveller, winner of the 

Scottish Children's 

Book Award 2013. 

Turtle boy 

 
M. Evan 

Wolkenstein 

 

 
 

Meet Will Levine. 

Here are three things 
Will loves: turtles, the 

nature reserve behind 

school, being left alone. 

And one thing Will 

really hates: his 

nickname. 

Kids at school call Will 

Turtle Boy because of 

his funny-looking chin. 

But when Will meets 

RJ, he learns not 

everyone is his enemy. 
RJ has a bucket list of 

adventures which 

extends way beyond his 

hospital room, and he 

needs help ticking them 

off. 

The Hunger 

Games 
 

Suzanne Collins 

 

 

In a vision of the near 

future, a terrifying reality 
TV show is taking place. 

Twelve boys and twelve 

girls are forced to appear 

in a live event called The 

Hunger Games. There is 

only one rule: kill or be 

killed. But Katniss has 

been close to death 

before. For her, survival is 

second nature. 

Oranges in No 

Man’s Land 
 

Elizabeth Laird 

 

 

Since her father left 

Lebanon to find work 
and her mother 

tragically died in a shell 

attack, ten-year-old 

Ayesha has been living 

in the bomb-ravaged 

city of Beirut with her 

granny and her two 

younger brothers. The 

city has been torn in 

half by civil war and a 

desolate, dangerous no 

man's land divides the 
two sides. Only 

militiamen and tanks 

dare enter this deadly 

zone, but when Granny 

falls desperately ill, 

Ayesha sets off on a 

terrifying journey to 

reach a doctor living in 

enemy territory. 

  The Middler 

 
Kirsty Applebaum 

 

 
 

Eleven-year-old Maggie 

lives in Fennis Wick, 
enclosed and protected 

from the outside world 

by a boundary, beyond 

which the Quiet War 

rages and the dirty, 

dangerous wanderers 

roam. Her brother Jed 

is an eldest, revered 

and special. A hero. 

Her younger brother is 

Trig - everyone loves 

Trig. But Maggie's just a 
middler; invisible and 

left behind. Then, one 

hot September day, she 

meets Una, a hungry 

wanderer girl in need 

of help, and everything 

Maggie has ever known 

gets turned on its head. 

Kick 

 
Mitch Johnson 

 

 

Set in Indonesia, Budi's 

plan is simple. He's going 
to be a star. 

Budi's going to play for 

the greatest team on 

earth, instead of sweating 

over each stitch he sews, 

each football boot he 

makes. 

 

But one unlucky kick 

brings Budi's world 

crashing down. Now he 

owes the Dragon, the 
most dangerous man in 

Jakarta. Soon it isn't only 

Budi's dreams at stake, 

but his life. 

 

 


