
  

 

                                      

 

Phonics and Early Reading at  

Highgate Primary School 
 

At Highgate Primary, we use Read Write Inc.  

How do we teach Early Reading?  

Read Write Inc., developed by Ruth Miskin, provides a structured 

and systematic approach to teaching literacy. It is used by more 

than a quarter of the UK's primary schools and is designed to create 

fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers. Phonics 

teaches children to read accurately and fluently with good 

comprehension. They learn to form each letter, spell correctly, and 

compose their ideas step-by- step. 

At Highgate Primary School, the Read Write Inc. (RWI) programme 

helps to ensure children get off to a flying start with their English. RWI 

is a method of learning centred round letter sounds and phonics, 

and we use it to aid children in their reading and writing. 

Reading opens the door to learning. A child who reads a lot will 

become a good reader. A good reader will be able to read more 

challenging material. A child who reads challenging material is a 

child who will learn. The more a child learns, the more he or she will 

want to find out. 

Using RWI, the children learn to read effortlessly so that they can put 

all their energy into comprehending what they read. It also allows them to spell effortlessly so that 

they can put all their energy into composing what they write. 

 

Read, Write Inc. has 5 underlying principles – The Five Ps: 

1. Pace – no time is wasted during teaching sessions! Children are active and involved in a fun 

and creative way. The aim is for the children to complete the programme as quickly as possible. 

2. Praise – teachers praise the children constantly throughout the teaching sessions. Children learn 

more quickly when they are praised for what they do well, rather than nagged for what they do 

wrong. The children are encouraged to praise each other and as a school we have developed 

several ‘Praise Phrases’ and ‘Praise actions’. Ask your child to demonstrate! 

3. Purpose – each activity has a very clear purpose. The teacher will set this purpose at the 

beginning of the lesson so that the children know exactly what they will be learning. 

4. Participation – all children take part in all parts of the lesson. Full participation is gained through 

partner work and choral response. 



5. Passion – as a staff we are passionate about our teaching and the benefits of the Read, Write 

Inc. programme! We love teaching the sessions and this enthusiasm rubs off onto the children. 

Reading 

Children learn the English alphabetic code: first they learn one way to read 

the 40+ sounds and blend these sounds into words, then learn to read the 

same sounds with alternative graphemes. 

They experience success from the very beginning. Lively phonic books are 

closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ 

words and, as children re-read the 

stories, their fluency increases. 

Along with a thought-provoking 

introduction, prompts for thinking out 

loud and discussion, children are 

helped to re ad with a storyteller’s 

voice. 

Reading is supported by using ‘Book Bag Books’ for home, 

which match the children’s reading knowledge in school.  

 

When using RWI to read the children will: 

 learn that sounds are represented by written letters 

 learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using 

simple picture prompts 

 learn how to blend sounds 

 learn to read words using Fred Talk 

 read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out 

 show that they comprehend the stories by answering questions 

 

When using RWI to write the children will: 

 learn to write the letters/letter groups which represent 

44 sounds 

 learn to write words by saying the sounds in Fred Talk 

 write simple sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

For more inforation about Read Write Inc., please visit the Oxford Owl website.  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-

guide/ 


